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Tom Interval has a burning desire to be a successful magician

‘Magical Interval

Franklin Park teen mastering tricks of trade

By Ed Blazina

The Pittsburgh Press
‘Tom Interval's thick, brown hair hanging over
dark, bushy eyebrows creates an air of

18, b mastered more than the look of
Park resident was

chapter :i the hrﬁm]wﬁgeﬁermd of
Magicians.

Inéerval said his fascination with magic
witen he received a magic kit on his sixth y.
He started performing in front of audiences when he
was 14 and plans to spend the next year building his
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“Most people think it's a

ho?by...mepupltcd?nes&z
a great magician

?u?me glass as a great vio-

linist.”
— Tom Interval

home. "
*T think it's to be able to do Idﬂbﬁ
trick. It's more because Uuuaudlm
th thing you do.”
said at the center will
him a chance to test new tricks in front of an au-
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as many ways to perform an illusion
:2 %ou ?i:yed all night i

“T've up

on something, but if you enjoy what
you're doing, it’s not as work
as it seems.”

Interval’s father, Jerry,kmwshis
son is hythesnap
of a deck of

wake up at 2 or 3 clockinthe
morning and we lmrthat.monly

way you can get him to take
away the cards. I still know
how he does those trieks.

Most tricks are done mis-
direction — using the s
attention totheohviuustodivert it
awayfmmthesumeofthatrick.

isthebasisofmag
ic,” said Interval, who
this year from North ng]l

School. “You can do a lot of differen
‘things to divert the audlenne’s
attention.”

Most of Interval's performances
are at birthday es, banquets and
privateparﬂes smditiseasm'tn

orm for adults because they
ve ived ideas that the
can use to his advantage.’

'Sineeadnlixaremmin t,

to figure out t
m thatrlckandlg-
norethemmplest You can

fool a scientist easier can
fool your next-door be-
cause the scientist tries to find a
scientific reason why something
hai;;ens. udiences enjoy magic
al
actsm is a universal form of
entertainment, Interval said the pub-

lic doesn’t consider it a form of art.”
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“I don’t think magic gets as much
attention as it deserves. Most people
think it's a hobby and many e
practice it that way. The public
doesn’t put a great magician
same as a great violinist.”

Interval won the magician of the

title over 44 other members of
local International Brotherhood

of Ma t;i:gs. The chap terlmeeu
holds a quarterly com-

?eu among members. To qualify
theyearlycnmpetition,mmbers

‘must win

appear in at lwauaner ercontmt

Inte{lvtllll said his mtstheg in the
com, on

he has made since joining the organi-
zation four ago.

“I felt out of place when I joined
because I was the est member.
The more I ormed, the more
comfortable I got.

o "magidansmmisg before an audience
a nerve-r -

pmenee. If you can mﬁm

anywh E Ly

Interval would like to perform
elaborate stage shows and become
Dous. Bersine. Dt b it bs

ql. reached their level yet.

“You have to look at it objective-
ly. You have toreahzeyou have a
long, long way to go.”




